What is Fostering?

Thank you for your interest in fostering a rescued dachshund!  
The role of the foster family is to provide a caring, temporary home and rehabilitation for a dachshund in need. Providing consistent food, a warm safe place to sleep, kind words, and patient socialization are the standard elements of a good foster home.  The length of time commitment depends entirely on the needs of the dachshund.
The dachshunds that come into rescue have a variety of backgrounds: 
      • surrendered by owners
      • high-kill and over-full shelters 
      • surrendered or confiscated from puppy mills or breeders.
The amount of additional care needed by a rescue dog can vary dramatically from dog to dog.  However, every dog is in rescue for a reason, so be prepared to deal with the issues that come along with a rescued foster dog.  The following is a detailed description of what to expect from each situation.  While not complete, in any regard, it gives you a reality based idea of the types of dachshunds that are typically in need of rescue: 
Owner Surrendered Dogs
· Some rescued dachshunds have previously been in a home. They have been cared for at one point, have experienced a variety of life situations, and understand the basic human-animal bond.  In some cases they are well-adjusted emotionally and will adapt easily to a foster family or new home.  Our first priority when a request comes in to surrender the family pet is to understand the reason for surrendering.  Then we try working with the family to find a solution.  
· Be aware that the larger percent of owner surrendered dachshunds have had little to no training, especially in their potty habits, which is the number one reason we see them surrendered. 
· Many will come with typical dachshund behavioral issues, such as digging, barking, running away, or dominance issues. The dachshund is known for being one of the most difficult to train.  They are stubborn and tenacious, which requires a familiarity with the breed, and experience with these issues, to be better equipped to help them into a routine that is acceptable for home living.

· Because the dachshund is so very loyal to their owner/family, in many cases they will experience separation anxiety.  This can include, not eating, whining at night, tail chasing, defecating on self or in kennel, fear of children, men, or women (or everyone), and even fear biting.  

· You need to be prepared to be “the enemy” to them, until they learn to trust the new stranger(s) in their life.  Think about how it is when, as a child, you are left in a strange place, with strange people, and everything you know is gone.  This is what it’s like for most owner surrender dachshunds.  They need love, patience, and understanding to help them adjust.
· In rare cases, however, we do see dachshunds that are “perfect” come into rescue for reasons that have nothing to do with their habits, and everything to do with their family not being able to care for them.  However, we have never seen a dachshund come into rescue that did not have an issue to overcome.  After all, they have become displaced, abandoned and/or discarded because of being the easiest to reduce from one’s economy.
· Most families will not come to rescue, but prefer to leave their dachshund at a shelter, so keep in mind that many of the shelter pups were, at some point, in a home, with a family.  So, it would be prudent to understand the temperaments of a dachshund in a shelter situation, as they are very similar.  The only difference is that most time we don’t hear a “story” about why the dachshund was surrendered.

· In some cases, we have seen dachshunds surrendered by family members of a deceased owner.  Be very aware that dachshunds that have lived a great deal of their lives with one person, will exhibit similar behavioral issues of those dogs that come from puppy mills.  In many cases, their separation anxiety will be severe, which will require months of rehabilitation and socialization to help them adjust into a new home.

Shelter Dogs/Rescue Transfers

· Dachshunds are a loyal breed and often times the first to be euthanized or evaluated as being “dangerous” in a shelter environment.  The do not typically do well in a shelter environment.  Luckily, most shelters that we have dealt with understand the unique dachshund traits, and have been reaching out to rescues to help place the discarded dachshunds in an environment, and with people, that understand their needs.  Keep in mind that families that surrender their dog to a shelter are not always honest in disclosing the reasons for the surrender.  And, many puppy mills and breeders use shelters as their dumping grounds for unwanted or damaged dogs.

· Shelter dachshunds are typically terrified upon meeting anyone they come into contact with.  After all, the people they trusted are not among the many visitors that come to see them cowering in a kennel.  Many times they will snap at you, giving subtle warnings, to protect themselves.

· If lucky enough to have been well socialized, surrendered by a loving family that had no options; typically they will make it to the “show room” and be adopted.  When shelters call a rescue, it’s more likely, than not, that the dachshund is not showing behaviors that will get them adopted.  With such limited space, it is essential that they are able to show ‘adoptable’ dogs that will be adopted quickly.

· Many shelters will utilize other resources to help find forever homes; to include using foster families to help dachshunds (and other dogs) that show potential, get a head start in adjusting for a new family.  Those shelters realize that certain breeds need to be in a quieter environment with someone familiar with their needs, to enable the dog to adjust and adapt to a potential new family.

· There are many dachshund and other breed rescues throughout the country.  It is a wonderful network of hard-working volunteers that work together to find homes for the dogs that need them.  Many times rescues become over-crowded and/or may have acquired a dachshund needing a more specialized “breed specific” rescue to help them find their forever home.

· We have seen many dachshunds from both shelters and rescue transfers that come in with a variety of social and medical needs.  While most rescues and shelters are on the up-and-up regarding the dachshund’s needs, there are some that have issues with a certain dog, and will transfer them without disclosing those issues/needs.

· You have to be prepared to accept that no dachshund is guaranteed to be well-adjusted when coming from a situation that is a result of abandonment.  In these situations, we see dachshunds that have been neglected, lack social skills, and have major health issues.  With funding as limited as it is, these are the dachshunds that are in desperate need of rescue, and the first to be eliminated.

· Often times, the dachshund is the first to be adopted “for the kids” and it probably the worst choice for adopting from a shelter, without a full and accurate disclosure of their history.  Pre-owned dachshund do not always to well with children, unless they have been living with them.  And, families that have children that leave their dachshund at a shelter, does not guarantee that the dachshund got along with those children.

· If you are willing to go that extra mile for a dachshund with issues, we will work closely with you, in learning the techniques and care of these special needs kids.

Breeders, Hoarders and Puppy Mills
· First let’s take a look at the difference between the three areas:

· Breeders are individuals that choose to mate dogs for the purpose of making money.  That is not to say that there are not some breeders that are working to ensure for the integrity of the breed.  Most of those breeders are not likely to be surrendering their dogs to a rescue.  Legit breeders (AKC) have many resources available to them, in placing their retired sires and dames.  In this case, we refer to those breeders that are breeding for money.

· Most of these breeder types do not ensure for the potential health issues that come from breeding two dogs together, assuming that “same breed” ensures for a quality dog.

· They will breed siblings to siblings or siblings to parents, and produce generations of dogs with a multitude of medical issues.  If they can acquire a registration for these dogs, it is most likely ACA or APA, which were developed for those breeds that do not meet the standards or have a proven history of standards according to AKC.
· Be aware that most dogs that are surrendered have some type of flaw, or were unlucky to have stayed with the breeder to an age where they would require vetting.  In the majority of cases we’ve seen, none of the surrendered dogs have had any vetting, training or socialization.
· Sadly, a large number of breeder surrendered dogs are those that are the result of breeding two dachshunds for the sake of color or markings.  This type of irresponsible breeding results in angular deformity of bones, vision and hearing issues, as well as other medical issues that can result in long term medical care, and/or result in death.

· Hoarders are those individuals that cannot control their intake of pets.  They accumulate animals, like old newspapers, to a point that they lose control of their living environment and their lives.  In these situations, the individual(s) may truly love their animals, not seeing the filth and seriousness that having such a large number of animals living in their home, yard, barn or other places.  They do not see the problems the animals have, as there are too many to notice one that is struggling with an issue.  

· The majority of dogs that come from this type of situation are not socialized and fearful of human contact.  

· They will not be accustomed to a routine for potty habits, sleeping arrangements or eating.  

· Many will arrive terrified and exhibit the same signs of dogs that come from shelters and/or puppy mills.  

· Most have been given free reign of the home, not having established boundaries or routines.

· In some cases the hoarder may kennel, but this is not typical.
· A hoarder does not have the time to work with each dog.  In the mind of a hoarder, these are not animals with needs; they are collections to satisfy the needs of the hoarder.  These dachshunds will need to be handled in the same manner as those acquired from a puppy mill.  
· In some cases, though rare, we will see dachshunds come from these situations that are somewhat socialized and adjusted.  However, those cases are rare, and are usually a result of a family member stepping in and intervening on behalf of the dogs.
· In most cases, the hoarder takes any type of dog, without the financial means to have them spayed/neutered or vetted in any regard.  It is likely that they will have been fed whatever food, to include human, that a hoarder can afford.  The more animals they have, the less likely they will be fed properly or vetted.  If the hoarder is not prevented from allowing the dogs to mate, it is most likely that the dachshunds surrendered will not be purebred, and not likely to know (for certain) what the mix is.
· This doesn’t lessen the value of the dachshund mix that we might rescue, but it does expand the playing field of needs and potential issues, depending on the mix of the other dog involved.

· Puppy Mills are commercial breeders.  Their sole purpose is to produce puppies to sell to brokers; who then sell them to pet stores.  They breed in volume and have little to no regard in the care or needs of the breeding adults.  It is rare that a puppy mill will release puppies, unless they are seized by an intervening authority.  Dachshunds that come from puppy mills are typically either not producing enough puppies, or reached an age that they no longer produce.  If, by chance (and often) a puppy is deformed, they simply eliminate them.  We won’t terrify you with the details of how dogs are neglected here.  There are tons of places on the internet to see the horror of a puppy mill.
· We believe that a puppy mill dog is probably the easiest to work with, in many regards.  They have never known human kindness, if they had any human contact at all.  When they come in, a simple bath is probably the first time they’ve been touched.
· Most puppy mill dogs have never touched grass, eaten regular meals or had regular water, exercise or other comforts of being a family pet.
· To the puppy mill these dogs are livestock, and treated with the bare minimum of care and confinement.
· Most of the dachshunds that arrive from a puppy mill have the appearance of emotional lethargy, similar to a person in shock.  They have no idea what to expect, and may cower at the slightest sound or movement around them.  
· Puppy mill dogs tend to be hand-shy, which means when you reach for them they duck or cower, expecting to be hurt in some regard.
· Males tend to have issue with dominance, as they have learned to fight other males for the right to breed the single female in heat.  Many will see another male’s initiating play as a form of attack.  Caution must be taken to ensure they are slowly integrated into a family pack/situation.
· Females tend to be very timid, but less fearful of other dogs.  However, keep in mind that the female’s only “out” from confinement is when she is placed in a breeding pen.  Occasionally, the mills may have a gestation room, with some higher level of comforts, to ensure for healthy babies that can be sold.
With the help of a loving foster family, we have seen that all types of dogs can blossom and become treasured, forever companions to their new families.  The length of time dogs remain in foster families also varies. We do everything we can to spread the word that our rescue dachshunds are available. Some are in foster care for a few weeks, and some for a few months.  Some are even adopted by their foster families! 
The costs to you of being a foster parent are only daily food and shelter. All medical expenses or medications will be funded / reimbursed by Husker’s Hope Dachshund Rescue.  Your rescue dog will be examined by a veterinarian, receive vaccinations, and be spayed/neutered before you receive it.
As an HHDR Foster Family, you will work closely with a Qualified Volunteer. They are a valuable resource, dedicated to working along side you during the fostering experience. They are available to answer questions, arrange for any medical care necessary, assist in training or behavioral issues, etc. Best of all, they often foster rescue dogs themselves, so they have a first-hand knowledge of the process.
Husker’s Hope Dachshund Rescue is in need of caring Foster Families. Every day we are presented with displaced dachshunds, and when there are no foster families to help take them in, turn them away. 
Won’t you please consider temporarily opening your home to a homeless dachshund?  You will become a vital link in saving a sweet dachshund’s life and helping to shape the life of a future forever companion for a lucky family.
Our top priority is finding families or individuals that are willing to work with special needs kids.  These are the dachshunds that have the lowest chance of survival without rescue.  They are the first kids to be euthanized at a facility, as they are long-term residents who require special therapies.  Most often, shelters and rescues alike do not have the staff to deal with these issues.  However, there is nothing more rewarding than to be the caregiver of a special needs dachshund.  There is a unique and strong bond that develops between a foster and their special needs dachshund; an unbreakable trust that you can never understand until you’ve done it.
We are willing to train anyone that would like to work with a special needs dachshund. 

